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Practical data about the 
UMMR

The First and the Most Inclusive Regional 
Union in Turkey

Â Established in 1975

Â Currently 278 member towns

Â Represents more than 20 million inhabitants

Â Centre of the Union in Istanbul

Â Mayor of Istanbul - President of UMMR

Â 60% of the country's economy.



Has pioneered in such 
main fields as;

Â Improvement of democratic LGs

Â Enhancing authority and sources of LGs

Â Sustainable development consultancy

Â Lobbying legislation favourable to LGs

Â Environmental awareness 

Â Establishment of metropolitan municipalities 

Â Representation of municipalities



Education and the UMMR

Training activities of UMMRmobilise

experts, politicians, lecturers to train

local decision makers and municipal staff

ÂOne of the most operative education 
providers for LGs 

ÂñLocal Governments Academyò since 
2005



IR OF THE UMMR

significantly active in international relations
with its high qualified personnel
Â Member of NALAS 
Â Cooperation agreement with ATO 
Â Member of the WG Turkey of the EU 

Committee of the Regions 

Â Permanent cooperation with the Congress of 
CoE 

Â Regular study visits abroad 



IPA Cross Border 
Programmes

Â Involved in Bulgaria ïTurkey Cross 
Border Programme

ÂGoing to be involved in IPA Black Sea 
Cross Border Programme 

ÂPermanent dialogue with Central 
Governmentsô organisations



Roadmap through 
sustainable local 
development
Â Quality management systems

Â SWOT analyses and specialization

Â Socio-economic research

Â Local investment teams

Â Local PR

Â Consensus & Governance

Â Regional development agents

Â Learning from EU projects


