PRESS RELEASE
PEERS FROM SOUTH-EAST EUROPE SUPPORT ALBANIA IN IMPROVING LOCAL
FINANCE LEGISLATION
Tirana, 8 February 2016 - How to construct a law on local finance that will ensure adequate
resources for competent and efficient local government for the benefit of the citizens of
Albania is the topic of the regional workshop "Best practices in Local Government Finance
Legislation: the South-East Europe experience and the challenges facing Albania", organised
by the USAID’s Planning and Local Governance Project (PLGP) and the Network of
Associations of Local Authorities in South-East Europe (NALAS) on 9 and 10 February 2016 in
hotel Tirana International in Tirana, Albania.
The event will bring together over 70 representatives of Ministries of Finance, Ministries of
Local Issues, Mayors, Local Governments, Local Government Associations, Academic
Institutions and International Donors, as well as the Offices of the Albanian Prime Minister
and President. The workshop will promote a regional intergovernmental dialogue on the
intergovernmental financing mechanisms and laws that are necessary to successfully
reinforce fiscal decentralization.
Experts from the SEE region will share their countries’ experiences in the process of
decentralization and in the delegation of public functions, with particular attention to
establishing local government finance legislation. The workshop will discuss common
problems, the advantages and disadvantages of different legislative approaches,
intergovernmental communications, and other key policy issues and lessons learned from
different parts of the SEE region. The workshop will develop strategic options and
recommendations to help ensure the financial sustainability of local governments in
Albania.
Media are invited to take part in the opening of the workshop:
9 FEBRUARY 2016 (TUESDAY)
09:30 – 10:00

10:00 – 10:30

10:30 – 11:15
11:15 – 11:30

Registration and welcome coffee
Welcome remarks and opening statements
o Representative of Albanian Ministry of Finance
o Representative of Albanian Minister of State for Local Issues
o Mr. Marcus Johnson, USAID/Albania Country Representative
o Mr. Peter Clavelle, Chief of Party, USAID/PLGP
o Mr. Naim Ismalji, Vice President of NALAS
o Mr. Eduard Kapri, Mayor of Pogradec
Opening presentation
o Fiscal Decentralization: The Albanian Context
Ms. Silvana Meko, Tax Expert, and Mr. Elton Stafa, Local Finance Expert,
USAID/PLGP
Coffee/tea
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For more information, please contact: Ms. Jelena Janevska, NALAS Knowledge and
Communications Manager, janevska@nalas.eu, ++389 70 280 582, www.nalas.eu.
***
About NALAS: The Network of Associations of Local Authorities in South-East Europe
(NALAS) was founded in 2001 in response to the challenges of local self-governance in the
SEE region. NALAS promotes regional cooperation among 15 local government associations
from the countries in the region, including the Albanian Association of Municipalities.
Through networking, sharing of best practices, and specific training activities, NALAS helps
the LGAs develop their competencies, resources, and institutional capacities to effectively
advance decentralization and promote municipal development in their home countries.
NALAS also helps LGAs with advocacy and lobbying. For more information: www.nalas.eu
About PLGP: Since 2012, USAID’s Planning and Local Governance Project (PLGP), has been
helping the Government of Albania establish a system of local governance that meets
international standards and practices, positions the country for EU membership, and helps
assure a sustainable future for the individual municipalities and for the nation as a whole.
The PLGP assists in building capacities to improve local governance, deliver local services
efficiently, plan and manage sustainable urban and regional growth, and support effective
administrative and financial decentralization. For more information: www.plgp.al
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